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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR, TU,UN 

SUB J : SALES OF TURKISH POPPY STRAW 

REF: A) GENEVA 4470, B ) ANKARA 1254, C) ANKARA 2829, 

D) SAMUELSON MARCH 14, 1977 TRIP REPORT, E) SAMUELSON 
JUNE 3, 1977 TRIP REPORT 

OF TURKISH 1975-76 POPPY STRAW CROP WHICH TOTALED 14,200 TONS, 
APPROXIMATELY 9,500 TONS HAVE BEEN DISPOSED OF. EIGHT THOUSAND 
TONS WERE SOLD COMMERCIALLY AND 1,500 TONS WERE TRADED TO 
POLAND IN EXCHANGE FOR PROCESSED PRODUCT, MOSTLY CODEINE FOR 
DOMESTIC TURKISH USE. TWO RECENT TENDERS OF 1,500 TONS EACH 
HAVE REPORTEDLY NOT REPEAT NOT RESULTED IN ANY OFFERS TO BUY. 

WE HAVE ALSO BEEN TOLD THAT THE GOT IS CONSIDERING ECONOMICS 
OF HAVING REMAINDER OF UNSOLD POPPY STRAW PROCESSED, PROBABLY 
IN EUROPE, AND RESULTING PRODUCT, WHICH SHOULD BE MORE ATTRACTIVE 
TO PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURERS AND EASIER TO STORE, HELD FOR 
LATER TENDER. 
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